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Atlantic coast, sixty miles north of Cape Town, is now to be devel- 
oped. A large part of it is entirely landlocked, it is large enough 
to contain at one time ten times as many ships as now visit the 
ports of South Africa, and has " so much depth of water and 
natural wharfage that, without excavation or dredging, ships 
drawing 15 and 18 feet can be moored alongside its coast-line." 
The chapters on the cost of living and the rewards of labour show 
that, though high wages are paid, expenses are in full proportion, 
and the artisan as yet can save no more than he is able to do in 
England. This is the best work on South Africa that has appeared 
in some years. 

Reise auf S. M. S. Mowe. Streifziige in Sudseekolonien und Ostasien. 
Von Johannes Wilda. ip page pictures and a sketch map of the 
route. Second edition. 301 pp. Allgemeiner Verein fur deutsche 
Litteratur. Berlin, ipoj. 

Sketches of travel written with vivacity and presenting many 
different phases of life and scene from the savagery of the Solomon 
Islands to the modern development of Hong Kong and Manila. 

Guide Through Netherlands India. Translated from the Dutch by B. 
J. Berrington. 201 pp. Thomas Cook & Son, London, ipoj. 
(Price, 1 sh.) 

The Royal Packet Company of the Netherlands had this volume 
compiled for the convenience of visitors to the Dutch East Indies. 
As the vessels of the company visit all the important islands of the 
Colonies, the water routes are extensive, the inland routes for 
tourists being chiefly confined to Java and some coastal districts 
in other islands. The book describes the numerous points of in- 
terest, sketches the various peoples and their ways of living, quotes 
passage rates, etc. Besides many half-tone pictures there are coloured 
maps of Java, Dutch Borneo, and the Dutch East Indies, with large- 
scale plans of Batavia and other leading towns. 

The Island of Formosa, Past and Present. By James W. Davidson, 
Consul of the United States for Formosa, pp. 646, besides Appendix 
and Index. Macmillan & Co. , London and New York, ipoj. 

Mr. Davidson's book has occupied much of his time for eight 
years, during which he received a large amount of material from 
Japanese officials, surveyors, and other sources, besides engaging 
himself in extended studies in the island. 
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More than half of the volume is given to the history of Formosa 
from the earliest historic period, through the Dutch occupancy, 
terminating in 1661; the twenty-one years' reign of the able Chinese, 
Koxinga, 'Who made a kingdom of Formosa; the long rule of the 
Chinese Government, which finally made Formosa a province of 
China; and the occupation of the island by Japan as the result of 
her war with China in 1894. 

Mr. Davidson gives merely a summary of the geography and 
geology, but he treats the resources and industries with particular 
fulness; and a large number of the vital facts, which he gives in 
very interesting detail, are first presented to the general public in 
this book, and were collected either by himself or the Japanese. 

A long chapter is given to the tea industry, which occupies a 
large area in the northern part of the island. The best quality of 
Oolong brings the highest price of any tea in the general trade. 
The camphor industry occupies a broad belt north and south 
through the centre of the northern two-thirds of the island in the 
western part- of the mountainous region inhabited by the savages of 
Formosa. Nearly the whole supply of camphor comes from For- 
mosa; and Mr. Davidson describes the method of collecting this 
product, a Government monopoly, and the hostile attitude of the 
savages towards the camphor collectors. In spite of the vigilance 
of the police about three persons are killed in the camphor camps 
every day. 

The sugar industry, coal, and economic plants are very fully de- 
scribed ; in fact, Mr. Davidson's treatment of the economic condi- 
tions in the island is almost as valuable and unique as his long 
section on the savages who occupy the eastern half of Formosa. 
These tribes, the aborigines of the island, were originally spread 
over the whole surface, but were finally driven from the wide west- 
ern plain to the eastern mountains. The studies of Mr. Ino, who 
is the first authority on these wild peoples, provided Mr. Davidson 
with much new material with regard to all phases of life among 
these groups of savages. They number about 113,000, and occupy 
7,500 square miles of territory. The other elements of the popu- 
lation are 2,730,000 Chinese, most of whose families have lived on 
the island for generations, and about 33,000 Japanese. 

The final chapters deal with the commerce and industry of to- 
day and the progress the island is making under the new regime. 
The appendix includes comparative vocabularies of the nine savage 
groups, lists of the land birds and mammalia, climatic data, etc. 
A copious index gives easy access to the entire treasury of infor- 
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mation, and an economic map in colours shows the distribution over 
the island of its various resources, including minerals. This book 
will long be regarded as one of the fullest authorities on Formosa. 

Canadian Year Book for ipoj. — This publication, now in its 
sixth year, is a valuable work of reference on contemporaneous 
Canada. It contains nearly 400 pages, and is packed with informa- 
tion as to the government, products, trade, banks, and other kinds 
of business in the Dominion. It includes complete lists of the 
post offices, heads of departments in the Dominion and Provincial 
Governments, militia organizations, the customs schedules, and full 
statistics of the national finances and the foreign trade. Many 
half-tone pictures of public men are inserted. The book is marred 
by the distribution of advertisements throughout; but it may be too 
much to ask for perfection in a work containing so much infor- 
mation and selling for 25 cents. It is published by Alfred Hewett, 
Toronto. 

Pamphlets from the Philadelphia Commercial Museum. — Among 
the recent publications of the Philadelphia Commercial Museum 
is a pamphlet, "The World's Commerce and American Industry," 
showing by a series of 86 charts the progress and present 
conditions of the world's commerce, of the manufacturing indus- 
tries of the United States, and of British and American ship- 
building. The charts show more clearly than statistics alone 
would do what proportion of the world's trade belongs to each of 
the principal nations and the relative industrial importance of the 
leading cities of the United States. They are accompanied by 
letterpress amplifying the information. While chart 54, for ex- 
ample, shows the relative importance of our cities in the production 
of hosiery and knit goods, the note tells why they are now classed 
with cotton instead of woollen goods. The pamphlet is a quick 
and ready source of information on many essential features of com- 
merce and manufacturing industries. Another pamphlet, "Com- 
merce of Latin America," presents in twenty pages the most recent 
facts by means of charts and tables. 

Ireland and Her Story. By Justin McCarthy. Horace Marshall and 
Son, London, ipoj. (The Story of the Empire Series.) 

Brief as it is, this book of less than 200 pages gives what the 
reader feels to be a temperate and truthful account of the Irish 
history from the legendary times to the present day. It is not 



